TALKING POINTS FOR WELCOMING REMARKS

Best Workplaces for Commuters Speech 
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GOALS FOR THIS SPEECH

· Thank Washington Council of Governments Commuter Connections program for not just hosting this event but its leadership in organizing the Best Workplaces for CommutersSM campaign coalition 

· Congratulate the organizations in the Best Workplaces for CommutersSM campaign coalition (Commuter Connections, General Services Administration, Greater Washington Board of Trade, Metropolitan Washington Work/Life Coalition, National Capital Planning Commission, U.S. DOT, U.S. EPA, and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority)
· Give special recognition to Washington Board of Trade as visionary business group demonstrating how good business & safe environment go together
· Provide an introduction to Best Workplaces for CommutersSM as a national initiative and a national standard of excellence that is very important environmentally 

· Recognize those employers making the prestigious list  

· Try to convince other employers represented at this gathering to apply for the list

TALKING POINTS

Thank you

· I would like to thank the Washington Council of Governments Commuter Connections program for not just hosting this event

· But also for its leadership in organizing the Best Workplaces for Commuters campaign here in Washington. 

· This campaign was organized very quickly and it brought together some of the most respected business, government, and non-profit groups in the region. 

· My staff tells me that Doug Franklin, Danette Campbell, Mike Hersey, and especially Nick Ramfos have done a great job with this campaign. 

Recognize BWC Coalition 

· The coalition that came together for this Best Workplaces for Commuters campaign is truly remarkable …

· Commuter Connections, General Services Administration, Greater Washington Board of Trade, Metropolitan Washington Work/Life Coalition, National Capital Planning Commission, U.S. DOT, U.S. EPA, and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
· And while the Arlington Transportation Partners organization was not officially part of this coalition
· They played a big role
· We at EPA are proud to be a part of this campaign coalition and to be working with such a fine cross-section of Washington civic life. 
Our Common Goals

· We are united in a common set of goals and a common vision. 

· We all want to see a Washington Region with less traffic congestion and less air pollution. 

· And not just because these issues get a lot of attention in the news media. 

· But because our success means real improvement in the quality of life. 

· And we are committed to finding “business-friendly” solutions to these challenges

· That is why I am particularly pleased to see the Greater Washington Board of Trade playing a leading role in this campaign. 

What is BWC?

· So what is the Best Workplaces for Commuters and the Best Workplaces for Commuters campaign? 

· Best Workplaces for Commuters is a nationwide effort, started by U.S. EPA and U.S. DOT. 

· That grew out of something called the Commuter Choice Leadership Initiative. 

· It is a program designed to encourage and recognize the very best in employer-provided commuter benefits. 

· The kind of benefits that study after study has shown to cut both traffic congestion and air pollution.

· Together with many companies and organizations across the country we defined a National Standard of Excellence for Commuter Benefits

· There are several different things an employer must do to meet this standard of excellence 

· But the centerpiece is providing employees with a real financial incentive for transit, vanpool, carpool, telework, and other important strategies  

· And then we challenged companies to meet that standard of excellence 

· And provided some additional tools and resources to help employers willing to step up to this challenge.

Honor the BWC Companies 

· It is my great honor to be here today to recognize the number of employers that stepped up to the highest level of commuter excellence. 

· In just a moment you will be hearing from 

· Bob Peck, President and CEO of the Greater Washington Board of Trade about 

· The specifics of what these employers did to accomplish 

· I will instead focus on what this means nationally and environmentally 

· This initiative now has over 600 employers participating from 28 different states

· 150 to 300 commuters out of every 1000 offered these benefits will make the shift out of the “drive-alone” commute

Challenge other Employers

· Try to convince other employers represented at this gathering to make the list

· Get to use the Best Workplaces for Commuters name and logo on store fronts, on buildings, web sites, job postings, annual reports, etc. 

Close 

· Give special recognition to Washington Board of Trade as visionary business group demonstrating how good business & safe environment go together
