MEDIA ADVISORY

Photo/Video/Audio Opportunity

Arcadis and 24 Triangle Region employers recognized in release of first annual Triangle Region Best Workplaces for CommutersSM List

	WHAT:
	The Triangle Region’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM Coalition presents the First annual Triangle Region Best Workplaces for CommutersSM list.

The Coalition commends Triangle Region employers committed to improving quality of life for harried commuters, while at the same time helping to reduce traffic and air pollution.

The list includes 24 qualified Triangle Region employers covering nearly 70,000 employees. These employers offer key commuting benefits such as transit passes, vanpool subsidies, bike commuter facilities and onsite amenities like child care, dry cleaning or fitness facilities.

	
	

	WHEN:
	Tuesday, November 16, 2004 at 10:00 AM

	
	

	WHERE:
	Exploris Museum
Downtown Raleigh on Moore Square

201 East Hargett Street

Raleigh, NC 27601

	
	

	WHO:
	· The Honorable Charles Meeker, Mayor, City of Raleigh, talks about how commuting programs benefit the greater community.
· Steve Offutt, Program Manager, EPA Best Workplaces for Commuters, discusses how employers are making a difference for the environment and reducing commuter stress.

· Nina Szlosberg, member, North Carolina Board of Transportation and chair, Environmental Planning and Policy Committee, talks about the role commuting plays in improving transportation in North Carolina.
· Joe Freddoso, Director, RTP Site Operations, Cisco Systems, Inc., demonstrates how commuting programs work as a recruiting and employee satisfaction tool.

· The Honorable Ed Harrison, Mayor, City of Chapel Hill.

	
	

	VISUALS:
	At ARCADIS
801 Corporate Center Drive
Raleigh, NC 27607 
11:00 AM

· Tour of ARCADIS commuter facilities, including:
· Convenient bus stop
· On-site fitness center/showers
· On-site cafeteria

	
	

	TRIANGLE REGION COMMUTER STATISTIC:
	· Over the last decade, the Triangle Region has had the second highest increase in commute time in the nation.
· The number of miles driven each year by North Carolinians is increasing three times as fast as the population.

· Eight counties in the Raleigh-Durham area, including Wake, Durham, and Orange, are in violation of EPA’s clean air standards.

	
	

	CONTACTS:
	Suzette Riley, PRR for EPA, 206-623-0232 x249.

	
	


