HOUSTON BRIEFING DOCUMENT FOR PRESS EVENT

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL






TODAY’S DATE: 5/1/03

To:



Heather Coquis, Sarah O’Brien, Cece Kremer

Via:



Chris Orlando, Prudence Goforth, Air Communications Director

Melissa Anley-Mills, Air Communications

From:



Margo T. Oge, Director, Office of Transportation and Air Quality, Office of Air and Radiation

Request:


Photo op and press event remarks

Purpose:


Launch Houston’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM list of companies offering outstanding, traffic-reducing commuter benefits

Background:





Like Fortune Magazine’s 100 Best Places to Work, Working Mother’s 100 Best Companies for Working Mothers, and Best Restaurant and Doctor’s lists in major cities, Best Workplaces for CommutersSM is capturing the attention of major business groups, media organizations, and the public as well as transportation and environmental organizations across the country. 

EPA and DOT have formed Houston’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM campaign coalition to announce Houston’s Best Workplaces for Commuters list to the media and the public on June 18.  The coalition includes Houston’s most influential organizations: Greater Houston Partnership, Greater Southwest Houston Chamber of Commerce, Houston-Galveston Area Council, Houston Minority Business Council, HR Houston, and Metropolitan Transit Authority. Companies such as Continental Airlines, ChevronTexaco, Marathon Oil Company, Texas Children's Hospital, and University of Texas, Baker Hughes and many others are likely to be honored as part of Houston’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM. 
Goal:




Participation in this launch event is worthwhile because it offers an opportunity to:

· Announce list of Houston companies qualifying Best Workplaces for CommutersSM. 

· Announce that this initiative now has over 600 employers participating from 28 different states, accomplished since the founding of this initiative in May 2001 (up from the 170 employers recognized by the Administrator at the May 14, 2002 event). 

· Recognize the reduction in traffic and air pollution Houston companies are making through outstanding commuter benefits (150 to 300 commuters out of every 1000 offered these benefits will make the shift out of the Adrive-alone@ commute).

· Demonstrate effectiveness of non-regulatory business partnerships beyond Energy Star. 

· Recognize the outstanding work by the business, transportation, and government groups making up Houston’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM campaign coalition (in recruiting & recognizing participating companies). 

· Challenge additional companies to make the Best Workplaces for CommutersSM list, accomplishing additional and badly needed reductions in Houston air pollution. 

Date and Time: 


June 18, 2003 (Time TBD)


Duration:



30 minutes to 2 hours depending on availability

Location:





Begin with one of the following:

· Bike past the new light-rail station (and possibly the new metro rail cars) for the new light rail system coming to Houston (due to open in 2004)

· Visit a vanpool drop-off/pick-up stop at one of the major companies participating as one of Houston’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM. 
· Bike along bike path used by commuters in Houston. 

Followed by:

· Brief remarks at a podium at a conference room in the Four Seasons Hotel (the Greater Houston Partnership is paying for this venue)  

Probable Participants:




· U.S. EPA Region 6 Administrator, Richard Greene

· Jim Kollaer, CEO, Greater Houston Partnership (most influential Houston business group)

· Alan Clark, Director, Houston‑Galveston Area Council

· Richard (Dick) Huebner, Executive Director, Houston Minority Business Council 

· Shirley A. DeLibero, President and CEO, Metropolitan Transit Authority

· Jeff Henning, CEO of VPSI, Inc. (the country’s largest vanpool company) 

· Director Enterprise Rental Car Vanpool division (second largest vanpool company)

· CEOs and Vps of several companies joining the Best Workplaces for CommutersSM list. 

Outline of Event:


TBD

Remarks Required:


Talking points to be provided. 

Media Coverage:



A similar event for San Francisco Bay Area’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM generated 5 TV news stories and about 20 newspaper stories, all positive and indicating how the participating companies are reducing traffic and air pollution. We believe similar media response is possible.  

Event Contact:



Stephan Sylvan, co-manager of Houston’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM campaign, at 202-564-2223 or cell at 202-669-8222 or fax at 202-564-0149. 

Comments:
_____ACCEPT


_____REGRET


____PENDING
