SAMPLE ANNOUNCEMENT

Houston’s Best Workplaces for CommutersSM
Best Workplaces for CommutersSM, highlighting companies and organizations that offer outstanding commuter benefits, is capturing the attention of many people across the country. This list is updated, published, and promoted to the media, the public, and the business community on a yearly basis.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) unveiled the Best Workplaces for CommutersSM concept on September 24, 2002 in San Francisco. The event, attended by U.S. EPA Administrator Christie Whitman, honored 84 companies for helping to relieve traffic congestion and clean the air. This success of this program in San Francisco compelled the U.S. EPA to consider other metropolitan areas to field-test the concept.

"Houston is a perfect fit for Best Workplaces for CommutersSM," commented Stephan Sylvan, program manager at the U.S. EPA. "The city has a strong presence of corporate headquarter offices, a vibrant economy, and a vast array of commuter options available through the Commute Solutions partnership." 

Building on these strengths, the Houston-Galveston Area Council's Commute Solutions program and the U.S. EPA have formed the Houston's Best Workplaces for CommutersSM campaign coalition. The coalition is made up of some of Houston's most influential organizations, including the Greater Houston Partnership, Greater Southwest Houston Chamber of Commerce, Houston-Galveston Area Council, Houston Minority Business Council, HR Houston and the Metropolitan Transit Authority. The coalition will announce the Houston's Best Workplaces for CommutersSM list to the media and the public on June 18, 2003. Many companies, such as ChevronTexaco, Marathon Oil Company, Texas Children's Hospital, University of Texas Health Science Center, and Baker Hughes, will be honored as part of first annual Houston's Best Workplaces for CommutersSM list. 

Major businesses, media organizations, and the public, as well as transportation and environmental organizations, are becoming interested in the variety of commuter benefits that are available, such as employer-provided transit passes, vanpool incentives, and telework programs. Approximately 600 companies across the country are already enjoying the many benefits of being on the national list of Best Workplaces for CommutersSM.

To find out if your company qualifies as one of the Houston's Best Workplaces for CommutersSM, visit www.bwc.gov and click "Do I Qualify?" You can also call the Commute Solutions hotline at 1-888-842-4641 to receive free technical assistance, training, materials and other resources that can help your company participate in this program.
